OPINIONS:

anything?

SPORTS:

S OLDEST COLLEGE NEWSPAPER ROARS FOR CLEMSON

VOLUME 104

'INSIDE

Supporting a
green campus

FARRIS JOHNSON

TimeOuT EpITOR

Teaming up with Students for
Environmental Action and SolidGreen,
Clemson’s mock fraternity Chi Rho Zeta
(Honda CR-Z’s student promotional
group) is hosting a “Green Your Dorm”
day in order to demonstrate to students
how easy it is to make a significant impact
in energy reduction.

“Green Your Dorm” will be held at
the Horseshoe on Monday, Nov. 8 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will highlight
a variety of eco-friendly household items
and display a “green” interactive dorm
room and the Honda CR-Z Sport Hybrid
Coupe.

Chi Rho Zeta aims to educate
students about their role in reducing
Clemson’s energy consumption while
also advertising the new CR-Z hybrid as
part of their marketing Creative Inquiry
team.

“Green Your Dorm” will have
recycling bins, flash drives and water
bottles available and also encourages
students to bring their old light bulbs
to be exchanged for new, energy-saving
bulbs. Attend “Green Your Dorm” to
support Clemson students’ efforts to
create a more sustainable campus.

Tigers fall flat at
Boston College

BRETT MILLS

AssISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Going into their tilt with the
Boston College Eagles last Saturday,
things finally looked to be turning
around for Clemson. The Tigers
had finally put their early-season
skid behind them with two straight
conference wins, thumping former
nemeses Maryland and Georgia Tech
in convincing fashion.

Even better, they unexpectedly
found themselves in control of their
own destiny Thursday night when
North Carolina State defeated No.
16 Florida State in Raleigh. All they
had to do was simply win out and
they would repeat as Atlantic Division
champs.

Hopes ran high in Tiger Town.
The season felt like a mirror image of
last year when Clemson overcame a
dismal 2-3 start with six straight wins
and captured the Atlantic Division
title in Dabo Swinney’s first full season
as head coach.

see BOSTON page C5
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Tanner Smith and
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Parking modified

Changes in university parking and transit to take effect in January 2011.
Commuter and residential lots and CAT routes to be affected.

JONATHAN PROCHASKA

STAFF WRITER

Clemson students will have more than just new
classes when they return to campus in January 2011.
New parking and transit changes scheduled to go into
effect at the beginning of next semester will affect both
commuters and residents’ routines.

The changes are designed to maximize the existing
transit capacity; shorten bus ride times and better utilize
available parking resources on campus. Another added
benefit is the hope that this will increase pedestrian and
bicycling options from parking areas to main campus
destinations.

The changes will create residential and commuter
parking hubs in the east, central and west parts of
campus.

The residential parking hubs will be located at
the current R-3/C-2 lot in the west campus area and
P-1 (Kite Hill) and C-1 (Fire Station) lots in the east
campus area.

The commuter hub in the central campus area
will be located at the current R-2 lot and Nu Street
(Shotgun Alley) parking area. In the east campus
area, most of the current R-1 lot will be designated as
commuter parking. A small portion in the back of the.
R-1 lot will remain residential parking, In west campus,
the P-3 lot behind the stadium will remain commuter
parking.

The changes in parking will also affect on-campus
bus routes. Two new routes to serve the campus in a
more efficient way will replace the current Tiger route.
The Orange route will provide transit service from
the commuter and residential hubs on the west side
of campus and the commuter hub in central campus
to stops in the center of campus every eight minutes.
This will allow ride times from west campus lots to
the Brackett Hall stop to be reduced to five minutes
or less.

The Purple route will provide transit service to the

The changes in parking will hopefully shorten bu; ride times a

east campus commuter hub, which is currenty R-1,
to and from the east library circle every six to eight
minutes. There will be a 20-minute service route from
the east library circle to Thormbhill Village, the east
campus residential hub (currendy Kite Hill and C-1)
and Lightsey Bridge.

These changes in the transit routes will eliminate
the long stretch on Perimeter Road that previously
didn’t have any stops. If students wish to travel from the
east or west side of campus to the other side, they will
have to cross the library bridge and change routes, as
there is no longer any overlapping of the routes.

Ben Winter, president of the Clemson Transit
Continuity Council, said the split will prove to be
beneficial. “The Clemson Transit Continuity Council

Swimmer struck

Moped collision leaves student with shattered leg.

TEDDY KULMALA

News EpiTor

A member of the swim team
was hospitalized after being struck
by a car while riding his moped on
campus the morning of Oct. 26.

According to a collision report
provided by CUPD, Will Clark,
a junior in management, was
traveling north on Cherry Road
at 7:35 a.m. Beyonka Oglesby, a
member of the university staff, was
traveling south on Cherry Road
when she attempted to turn left
into a parking lot. The report said
Oglesby failed to yield to Clark and
struck him “head on.”

‘Annelise Watkins, a senior
in management, is a friend and
classmate of Clarks. Watkins told
The Tiger Clark was en route to
Schilletter dining hall from an early
morning practice when the accident

occurred and was transported to
Oconee Memorial Hospital in
Seneca where he underwent five
hours of surgery to repair his
shattered left leg. “I was shocked...
We're all still shocked,” she said.

Watkins said even though
Clark wasn't wearing a helmet, he
sustained no other serious injuries.
“If you looked at him from the
waist up, you would have absolutely
no idea he got hit by a car,” she said.
“He got really, really lucky.”

Clark was released from the
hospital Tuesday afternoon and is
staying at a hotel with his mother
before returning to Clemson.
Watkins said once his surgical
wounds heal, he will start physical
therapy in a pool in approximately
two to three weeks. She did not
know when he would return
to school. “I dont know how
comfortable he will be in class

because he’s in a full leg cast,” she
said.

Attempts by The Tiger to
reach Clark and Oglesby were
unsuccessful.

According to the police report,
the posted speed limit was 10
mph. Oglesby was estimated to
be traveling at 10 mph and Clark
was estimated to be traveling at 15
mph. Oglesbys vehicle sustained
approximately $400 in damage,
and Clark's moped sustained
approximately $1,000 in damage.

Watkins said Clark’'s morale
and attitude have not been
damaged, though. “He’s still the
same Will. Hes only a week into
it, and its a long process,” she
said. “He said, T really wish this
wouldn't have happened.’ I said,
“You know, we all wish that. But
it wasnt your fault, you couldnt
control the situation.”

aaiﬁt* e £

nd better utilize available parking lots.
and Undergraduate Student Senate both believe the split
route will better serve on- and off-campus residents by
providing more efficient service to and from commuter
and residential parking areas,” he said. “We are grateful
for the help and guidance provided by Clemson Area
Transit and Student Affairs in implementing these
changes.”

There is currently no CAT bus service after 6
p.m., and this will not change next semester. Students
are encouraged to call Tiger Transit at 864-656-3333
if they need a ride after 6 p.m. The CAT bus routes
off campus will not be affected by these changes next

semester.

see PARKING page A5

Clothing
cuts waste

KEVIN KEITH

STAFF WRITER

Newly-created fashion brand SustainU is proof
that sustainability isn't just a lifestyle — its also a
business model.

SustainU, headquartered in Morgantown,
W.Va., is a unique new line of clothing in which
all of the company’s apparel is made entirely from
recycled products. This summer, SustainU made its
way into the Clemson market.

According to its official website, SustainU’s
apparel is made from “100 percent recycled
materials, produced from post-consumer plastic
bottles, recycled cotton and post-industrial textile
waste.” In addition, all clothing is created within a
200-mile transport radius of its shipping destination,
lowering the company’s carbon footprint. Also,
SustainU employs only American labor.

“SustainU is an American clothing company
utilizing domestic labor and recycled fiber to
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Greeks discuss issues

Town hall yields goals, no solutions.

Josh Lopes, a member of igma Phi Epsiln, voices his concerns at last Tuesday’ town hall. The forum offered much

JOSHUA S. KELLY/ staff

feedback on prospects for the Greek community; however, no definite solutions were decided upon.

JORDAN SMITH

STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 26, Clemson University’s
Division of Student Affairs hosted a
town hall forum to discuss the positive
and negative aspects of the Greek
community.

The town hall, held in the Lila
Holmes Ballroom of Clemson House,
was only the latest of numerous meetings
held recently concerning Clemson’s
Greek life.

“Eighteen months ago, we began to
recognize significant differences between
our Greek community and the non-

Greek community,” Gail DiSabatino,
vice president of Student Affairs, told
the crowd of about 75 students, faculty
and alumni.

Master moderator and Clemson’s
designated affirmative action officer
Jerry Knighton, opened the discussion
by asking the audience how fraternities
and sororities improve the Clemson
experience.

The enthusiastic, and at times
emotional, responsesfocused on thesocial
benefits while in college, the academic
standards set by the organizations and
the networking advantages that have
helped many Greek alumni find jobs.

The most energized responses of the
forum came with Knighton’s question,
“If you could change one aspect of
Greek life at Clemson, what would
that be?”

“I want the GPRs of the fraternity
pledges to be better than the GPRs of
non-Greek students,” DiSabatino said.

Another audience member voiced
his hopes for less negative publicity of
the Greek system and more positive
stories being released about Greek life.

Joy Smith, associate vice president
of Student Affairs, views Clemson’s

see GREEK page A5

e tracking devic attach to game-day ballns | offer information
regarding the effects of the balloons on the environment.

Experiment

takes

flight

Devices attached to game-day baIIoons,

PAUL BOTELLO

StaFF WRITER

“The most exciting 25 seconds
in college football” may not be as
exciting for the wildlife as it is for
fans, according to a recent experiment
by a Forestry and Natural Resources
creative inquiry group.

The creative inquiry course, “Latex
Balloons Releases and the Effects on
Wildlife,” is focused on the effects the
balloons released on game day have on
the environment.

-Stephan Irwin is studying for his
doctorate in wildlife biology and leads
the group.

“[Students] are the ones who come
up with the designs, initiate them and
collect the data,” he said.

The creative inquiry team is
made up of 15 students from an

array of majors, including wildlife
biology, applied economics, chemistry,
engineering and environmental natura|
resources.

Irwin said this course provides
these students with “valuable research
skills they don't get in normal classes.”

According to Irwin, the experiment
is “not trying to prove balloons are bad”
and is based completely on statistical
analysis.

“The balloon industry claims
latex balloons are safe for the
environment, while on the other
hand environmentalists claim they are
harmful. There is no information on
the effects of latex balloons,” Irwin
said, adding that there are types of
balloons known to be harmful to the

environment, but this experiment

see BALLOONS page A5
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The town of Bastogne in
southeastern Belgium is a small,
unassuming municipality nestled on
aridge in the Ardennes forest region.
Its quaint, picturesque countryside
and quiet streets are hardly indicative
of its turbulent past.

In December of 1944, the German
army was on its heels. In an attempt
to regain the strategically-vital port
city of Antwerp, Hitler launched an
all-out offensive on Bastogne, which
was a major crossroads for potentially
moving men and armor in a last-ditch
effort to regain valuable territory
lost to the Allies. The Germans sent
55 divisions to attack a small band of
overwhelmed American soldiers that
were ordered to hold that line at all
costs. This offensive became known
as the Battle of the Bulge and was
a major turning point for the Allied
Forces in World War II.

Among those American soldiers
entrenched in the Ardennes was a
young lieutenant assigned to the
501st Parachute Infantry Regiment
of the 101st Airborne Division
named Aubrey Rion. Just five years
prior in 1939, Rion was a quarterback
for the Clemson football team. He
led the Tigers to a 9-1 season and
their first ever bowl win in the 1939
Cotton Bowl against Boston College.
A Richland County native, Rion
graduated from Clemson in 1941 and
quickly found himself in the thick of
the European theater. On Dec. 20,
1944, he was killed in defense of
Bastogne during the German siege
on the town.

Lt. Rion was one of the many

officers then-named Clemson
College turned out for the American
war effort. As one of the premier
military institutions at the time,
Clemson prepared its students for
conflict. Cadets followed the events
unfolding across the Atlantic in the
newspapers and over the crackling
radios inside their barracks. When
word came that the United States
was to join the campaign, Clemson
supplied more army officers than any
other institution with the exceptions
of West Point and Texas A&M.

But the extent of Clemson’s
military heritage does not begin
there. In fact, since classes began at
Clemson in 1893, the importance of
a sound military presence has been a
large part of the school’s education.
Today, that tradition still lives on
with members of the Clemson
University Army and Air Force ROTC
programs.

The same drills on Bowman field
are performed on a regular basis.
The discipline and dedication to our
country are foremost in the minds of
the men and women that honorably
prepare to serve and protect us.

This weekend, we honor them
and Clemson’s rich military heritage
during a football game against N.C.
State University. Though tomorrow
will officially be Military Appreciation
Day, the lives and stories of those that
gave the ultimate sacrifice in defense
of our country need be ingrained in
our thoughts each and every day.

That is the mission of the
new Scroll of Honor memorial on
campus.

As you walk down Fort Hill
Street towards Memorial Stadium,
the names of 471 former Clemson
students await at the bottom of
the hill. Etched in small stones and
shaded by the trees that surround
the memorial, those names belong
to members of the armed forces
who lost their lives in defense of
the United States during one of
nine major conflicts ranging from
World War I to the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Each of those men
was a former Clemson student. They
crossed Bowman field to get to class,
just like you. They went to classes in
Hardin Hall, just like you. They were,
at one point, college students — just
like you.

Marking the memorial’s entrance,
situated between two Tiger statues,
is a stone plaque. Engraved in the
plaque are words from the April 7,
1944, edition of The Tiger by then-
student Roy Pearce, who wrote of the
fallen Tigers: “All were great men, and
we’ll never let them down, never!”

The Clemson Corps, established
in 1999, is a constituency group
dedicated to continuing Clemson’s
military heritage and developing
future opportunities that will
further commemorate the military
history at Clemson. As such, the
Corps began the Scroll of Honor
project nearly eight years ago in an
attempt to create a living memorial
for the Clemson students who died
preserving our way of life.

Several organizations around
campus, noting the importance of
both maintaining and remembering
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Clemson’s military legacy, made
significant contributions to fund
the project. Student Body President
Ryan Duane and the rest of student
government made it a priority to
support the Clemson Corps and the
Scroll of Honor project. “The Scroll
of Honor means a lot to so many
different people,” Duane said. “This
may be the only place in the country
where the family of one of the fallen
soldiers has an opportunity to
memorialize their loved one. It just
makes me proud to think that the
students have had a part in helping
with this project.”

It is important to note the
Scroll of Honor'’s placement across
the street from Memorial Stadium.
The Clemson University Athletics
Department was a staunch
supporter of the project and has
been an advocate of preserving the
University’s military heritage in
the past. In 1942, Clemson named
its largest and most public facility
— its football stadium — after its
war dead. Athletics Director Dr.
Terry Don Phillips took the entire
department on a tour of the site
where the scroll rests and offered his
sentiments on the memorial after its
dedication back in April.

“Thave not gained as much insight
about Clemson in all of my first
seven years here as I did in the two
hours at the unveiling of the Scroll of
Honor memorial,” Phillips said. “The
message of courage, commitmentand
sacrifice underlying this memorial
is pertinent to every aspect of our
personal lives and professional roles

AFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BY NICK BELLOWS

at Clemson.”
: President Jim Barker echoed
those sentiments during the

dedication itself.

“Through all these years of
change and growth, Clemson has
never lost sight of our heritage and
our commitment to the values of
those who laid the foundation upon
which our university was built,” he
said. “No other project on campus
better represents what Clemson is
all about.”

Every name on the scroll has
a story to tell. The site represents
a long-held realization of a way to
better commemorate those who have
died in the line of duty. It serves as a
chapel of sorts for family and friends
of fallen heroes.

So as we prepare to celebrate the
lives and achievements of the service
men and women of our nation and our
military heritage here at Clemson, let
us not forget to also commemorate
those who so valiantly served and
made the ultimate sacrifice so that
we may walk and play on Bowman
field, bear witness to the purple and
orange sunsets and cheer on the
Tigers in Memorial Stadium; those
whose names appear on the Scroll
of Honor have paved the way for us
to live, prosper and remember what
they have done.

Those alumni, each and every
one of them, are etched into the
hearts and minds of the Clemson
family and are the very reason that
the Tiger's roar may forever echo
in these rolling hills where the Blue
Ridge yawns its greatness.
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" Drums to rock Brooks

A

Weekly News
Update

World News |

First ever “Percussion Extravaganza” will blend sounds of

Percussion Ensemble, Steel Band and marching drumline. |
National News

ABC News

On Wednesday, Greece halt-
ed all mail going overseas and
scanned thousands of packages
after a number of mail bombs

The Washington Post

The Republican Party
regained a majority in the
House of Representatives in the
midterm elections, picking up

were found in the Greek capital 39 seats.
two days prior. Speaking to supporters in
Atléast 11 bombs were detected Washington, current minor- 2

and three bombs were set off or
caught fire, causing minor dam-
age and burning one employee.
Authorities are questioning two
suspects in connection with the
bombings and have photographs of
five others. They are believed to be
linked to an anarchist group called
Conspiracy Nuclei of Fire.

ity leader John Boehner told
the audience about the plans the
Republican Party has for the
future. Despite their setbacks in
the House, the Democratic Party
held their majority in the Senate.

ABC News

On Tuesday, Californian
voters rejected Proposition 19, a
ballot initiative that would have
legalized recreational marijua-
na use.

Despite the loss, Richard Lee,
an Oakland medical marijuana
entrepreneur who significantly
funded the movement, was pleased
with the results. Lee claimed the

_ attention brought to the issue was
a “tremendous moral victory” and
that another legalization bid could
soon follow.

ABC News

Former Russian Prime
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin
died on Wednesday at the age
of 72.

Chernomyrdin served in the
position from 1992-1998 and was
the longest-serving prime minister
of Russia. Because of his contribu-
tions to Russia, President Dmitry
Medvedev has requested his chief
of staff to organize Chernomyrdin’s
funeral, which is to be broadcasted
live on Friday. As of this writing, no
cause of death had been released.

JOSHUA S. KELLY,/ staff

The Clemon Un;;érsity Drumline is one of three ensembles peorming at the Percussion Extravaganza Friday. The
drumline will premier its new cadence, “sCUDoosh,” at the performance.

the cadences and grooves from the
2010 fall season as well as debut a
new cadence called “sCUDoosh.” E
Lauren Hendricks, a member
of the Percussion Ensemble, said,
“[The] main goal is to educate s
students many areas of
percussion as possible. The concert
will show how percussion can be

group will perform songs that
contribute their own unique aspects
to the entire show.

According to Buyer, the
Percussion Ensemble’s performance
will feature a variety of instruments,
including the marimba, rainstick,
vibraphone, bells and an ocean
drum. Steel Band member Greg

JACOB WEBB

STAFF WRITER

On Friday, Nov. 5, the Clemson
University Drumline, Percussion
Ensemble and Gigging Steel Band
will come together to perform
a Percussion Extravaganza at the
Brooks Center for the Performing

Huffington Post

The San Francisco Board
of Supervisors passed an ordi-
nance that requires restaurants
to follow nutritional guidelines

in as

ABC News
The foreign minister of Iran

said there has been no verdict if they want to include a toy Arts. Jansen said the group’s performance  expressive and emotional.”
reached on the trial of the 43- with the food. After the success of the will consist of traditional music Jansen noted that many of the
year-old woman who committed The law primarily affects fast Percussion Ensemble’s spring  from Trinidad and Tobago, “but not performers in the concert are in

more than one ensemble and that *
one student, Layne Mauldin, is
performing in all three. This is the
first time the Percussion Ensemble
will be performing in the fall as well
as the first time that the Clemson
percussion studio is presenting -a
fall concert. Admission will be free
for students with an ID; general
admission is $5.

Program seeks all majors

Graduates commit two years to teaching at low-income schools.

concerts, Dr. Paul Buyer, director
of percussion, decided to offer the
ensemble in the fall for the first
time. Buyer said since Tiger Band’s
drumline and the Steel Band are
both active in the fall, “it made
sense to bring all three ensembles
together for one special evening of
percussion music.”

During the program, each

Jamaica!” he added.

Jansen also said the Steel Band’s
performance will include renditions
of Van Halen’s “Jump” and Death
Cab for Cutie’s “Transantlanticism.”
He promised “the listener will also
experience the immense capabilities
of a steel band.”

According to Buyer, the Clemson
University Drumline will perform

food chains, such as McDonald’s.
In order to be sold with a toy,
meals are now required to have
servings of fruits or vegetables as
well as limits on calories, sodium
and fat. McDonald’s has com-
mented that such a law “threat-
ens business and restricts parents’
ability to make choices for their
children.” t

adultery.

Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani,
the aforementioned woman, could
be stoned to death if a guilty verdict
is reached. Iran has suspended the
stoning verdict, although Ashtiani
could be hung instead. The case has
heightened tensions between Iran
and the West, with the latter citing
human rights concerns.

Drowsy Driving
Awareness Week

STEPHANE REY/art director

Drowsy driving awareness week
begins Nov. 8 and highlights the
dangers of driving while sleepy.

Drowsy driving accounts for 100,000 traffic accidents
each year and is as dangerous as driving under the influence
of alcohol. Being awake for 18 hours is equivalent to having a
blood alcohol concentration of 0.08%, which is legally drunk.

These are some signs you are driving while drowsy and
should stop and rest:

- Difficulty focusing, frequent blinking or heavy eyelids.

- Daydreaming or having wandering thoughts.

- You can’t remember the last few miles driven and have
missed exits or traffic signs.

- Trouble keeping your head up.

- Feeling restless and irritable.

- Repeatedly yawning or rubbing your eyes.

TEDDY KULMALA

News Epitor

A Clemson alumnus is seeking to
recruit recent graduates to become part
of Teach for America (TFA), a national
movement of recent graduates working to
eliminate inequities in educational systems
across the country.

The movement began 20 years ago as
the senior thesis idea of Princeton University
graduate Wendy Kopp, according to Josh
Bell, a recruitment director for Teach for
America and a 2008 Clemson graduate.

“Essentially, we recruit these future
leaders of our country to commit two
years teaching at a low-income classroom
to achieve significantly different academic
results in their students,” Bell said.

TFAs website defines educational
inequity as “the reality that where a child
is born determines the quality of his or
her own education and life prospects.”
According to Bell, only 10 percent of
students born into poverty will graduate
college, and only about half will finish high
school. Those that do, he said, will perform
on average at an eighth-grade level.

Bell said a common misconception is
that TFA is seeking only education majors,
when in fact they're seeking students from
all disciplines and courses of study. These
top applicants are taught over a “rigorous
summer” and with ongoing support about
how to lead a classroom and achieve results.
“Although the majority of these folks did
not study education... we've seen that
when we take those skills they bring to the

table — perseverance, critical thinking,
leadership and academic achievement —
we can then teach them how to operate as
an effective classroom teacher.”

Applicants rank the part of the country
they wish to serve in as well what age or
area they would like to teach in, Bell said.
TFA then attempts to find the best fit for
applicants based on these criteria as well as
the needs of the region. After two years, the
teachers can either go on to other careers
or stay in the classroom. They are asked to
continue advocating for these students in
whatever field they continue into.

Bell points to several Clemson alumni
who have made a difference in the program.
Tara Harrington graduated in 2007 with a
degree in psychology and went on to teach
high school biology in Charlotte, N.C.

“She saw some of the most amazing
growth in her students taking the end-of-
year biology tests of any teacher in the state
of North Carolina,” Bell said, adding that
before Harrington arrived at her school,
approximately one-third of students were
passing the test. By the end of her first
year, he said, 92 percent were passing, and
that number climbed to approximately 95
percent the following year.

Harrington was later named the
National Teach for America High School
Teacher of the Year for 2009.

Sean Tynan graduated in 2007 with
a degree in genetics and began teaching
eighth-grade math and science in Charlotte.
Tynan said he'd never considered teaching as
a career before a TFA recruiter approached
him. After his two-year commitment,

Tynan stayed at his placement school for
another year before moving to Spain to
teach high school biology at the American
School of Madrid.

Tynan said the best part of his TFA
experience was working with students like
Omari Houston, who entered Tynan’s
eighth-grade class performing on a fifth-
grade level. “By the end of the year, Omari
had grown four years in math and been
accepted to one of the top magnet programs
in Charlotte,” he said. “Helping students
accomplish their goals and altering their
educational trajectory was incredible.”

Last year, the program placed 4,700
first-year corps members, 18 of which came
from Clemson. This year they hope to
place more than 5,000. “I know Clemson
has a really unique student body and that
they're driven toward service and impact,
that they're high achievers. I want all of
them to consider Teach for America,” Bell
said.

Bell will be on campus Wednesday,
Nov. 10 to meet with students. If you're
interested in meeting with him, e-mail him
at josh.bell@teachforamerica.org. To find
out more about Teach for America, visit
their website at www.teachforamerica.org.

“Anybody who reads this article has
gotten a pretty good education,” Bell said.
“There are 15 million kids across the
country who, just based on their zip code
and how much money their parents have, are
already at such a disadvantage that, unless
something significantly changes, theyre
never going to be on a college campus or
thinking about college graduation.”
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Winter and George Smith,
associate vice president of Student
Affairs, agree this is the most effective
allocation of current parking and
transit resources. ;

“We have worked very closely
with the Parking Advisory Board, the
Clemson Transit Continuity Council,
Undergraduate and  Graduate
Student Government, CAT, external
consultants, faculty and staff with
expertise in these areas in designing
and planning these changes,” Smith
said. “We believe the result is the
most effective and efficient use of
current parking and transit resources
to setve our students.”

Samantha Sutton is a junior
studying political science and English
and is also a commuter. Sutton thinks
most of the changes are positive. “I
like that the buses are going to be
coming more often, but it will be a .
pain that routes do not overlap at
all. It will be more difficult to change
from east campus to west campus or
vice versa,” she said. “I think it will
help me out because the reason I do
not park in the Pit now is because

there are not that many commuter
spaces. The commuter spots are
usually full, so I end up parking at
Kite Hill and riding the bus. If the Pit
is mostly commuter, then I can just
walk most of the time to my classes.”

Phillip Murray isa senior studying
management and psychology and is
an on-campus resident. He feels the
changes aren' a good idea and bring
up safety issues involving far-flung
lots.

“I do not think it is a good
idea to switch the lots because R-1
already does not feel safe at night,
and Kite Hill is even further out from
anything,” he said. “Also, I feel as
though it is ill-advised to no longer
have a route that will connect east
and west campus to each other.”

Clemson University is
immune to crime, and vehicle break-
ins are common. According to the
Clemson University 2010 Security
and Fire Safety Report, on-campus
motor vehicle theft occurred on
average 10 times per year from 2007-
2009. Clemson University Police
Department was unavailable for
comments on the lot changes at the
time of publication.

not

BALLOONS from page A2

concerns only latex balloons.

The students in the class have begun
degradation trials outside of the Strom
Thurmond Institute, which will last two
to 10 weeks, the purpose being to see
how long balloons take to break down
when placed in varying environmental
conditions.

The students are teaming up with
Central Spirit, which organizes the game
day release of the balloons, to track the
flights of the released balloons.

Irwin said Central Spirit has been
helpful and cooperative in placing the
devices in the balloons and helped the
students place tracking information on
1,400 balloons prior to their release each
game day.

According to Central Spirit President
Daniel Deery, the balloons the group
releases are 100 percent biodegradable
“and have been for years.”

“We have no intention to stop
balloon releases, but we will ensure that
we are not harming the environment in
the process,” Deery said, adding that the
group previously had to stop attaching
string to the balloons they handed out
at games. “The string was not 100

percent biodegradable; we had to stop
doing this, much to the dismay of the
fans, especially the little kids and their
parents,” he said.

The balloons with tracking
information have been released on Sept.
11, Oct. 2, Oct. 23, and the final release
will be on Nov. 6 at the N.C. State
game.

Students working on the experiment
will be in the crowd during the home
game, surveying students for their
opinions on the balloons. They will
be wearing purple shirts with “Balloon
Squad” printed on the front.

These balloons contact
information including a number
to call if theyre found. Anyone who
finds a balloon and alerts the group of
its whereabouts will be placed into a
drawing for a football signed by coach
Dabo Swinney.

According to Irwin, they've already
been contacted about numerous balloons
over a large area, stretching as far as 245 -
miles to Reidsville, N.C.

This creative inquiry course is going
to continue through the Spring and Fall
2011 semesters. Students interested in
becoming involved with the research can
find it listed as FNR 470.

have

GREEK from page A2

Greek community as role models for
the rest of campus. Smith wants the
Greeks to use their influence to help
solve the prominent issue of alcohol
abuse at Clemson.

“Greek organizations set trends
across campus. If Greeks drink less,
then all of Clemson would drink less,”
she said.

One audience member questioned
whether Clemson’s adult leadership was
doing enough to support the student
leadership. With the comparatively high
turnover rate in student leadership, this
particular audience member thought
the responsibility for guiding student
organizations lies with the organizations’
adult leadership.

The
pointed out that the issues facing
the Greek community are problems
being confronted by society as a whole
throughout the United States.

While the town hall allowed
ample opportunity for members of the
Clemson community to voice their
opinions of the Greek community,
no concrete solutions came.out of the
discussion.

same audience member

SUSTAIN from page Al

create apparel for the collegiate
community, predicated on the message
» Of social, environmental and economic
sustainability,” said Anne Bowling,
SustainU spokeswoman. “SustainU's
mission is to ‘Change your clothes.
Change your world.” All SustainU
clothing is produced entirely in the
USA in factories in impoverished areas
& of Appalachia.”
The company was founded by
former Notre Dame football player and

New York fashion model Chris Yura in
June 2009 within the business incubator
program at West Virginia University.
“While working as a fashion model
in New York City, Chris began to see
the amount of waste and production
outsourcing that was occurring in the
U.S. fashion industry and was appalled,”
Bowling said. “Chris found that, in
order to legally claim that a garment was
recycled, only 30 percent of that piece
of clothing actually needs to be made of
recycled material.”

SustainU specializes in short- and

long-sleeved t-shirts, polos, zip-ups and
lounge pants — all integral parts of
the average college student’s wardrobe,
according to Bowling. “Because at least
one of these garments can be found in
almost every college students closet,
SustainU makes it simple for students
to live an environmentally responsible
lifestyle through the unifying power of
fashion,” she said.

Also, SustainU offers the same
pricing as conventional clothing found
in college bookstores and fan shops
and, interestingly enough, it is actually

SustainU'’s sustainability model allowing
it to keep its prices competitive.
“SustainU has engineered a small
transportation radius in order to keep
carbon outputs low and cost down.
This results in more sustainable clothing
that is sold at the same price point
as conventional competitors,” Bowling
said.

“I think this is a great idea,” said
Margo Toney, a junior in bioengineering,
“Clothing is something common to
everyone, thus making it a great medium
to promote sustainability. As long as the

prices are reasonable, I would buy it.”
SustainU is attempting to spread its
message through deals with universities
from San Diego to Vermont. These
deals allow the company to design
environmentally-friendly shirts for each
individual institution, thus allowing
students to don their own school colors.
For more information or to purchase
merchandise, Clemson’s
SustainU  representative, Stephanie
Monesson, at smoness@clemson.edu,
or visit SustainU’s Clemson Facebook

page.
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_ CLASSIFIEDS

: mHELP WANTED

Wendy’s Marketing Position.
Now hiring energetic, fun-loving,
dependable person to fill role of
Frosty character. Requirements:
Part time 2-8 hrs per week, has
® own transportation, willing to
travel 50+ miles, able to stand for 2
hrs and lift 25 Ibs. Send resumes to
jobs@fsmc256.com

Rent and board plus pay in lieu of
o medium senior care. Week nights
and two weekends. 678-523-4885.

»  We are looking for admin assis-
tants/customer service reps to help
with several projects. Candidates
must have high integrity, positive
attitude, effective interpersonal
skills and excellent communica-
tions skills. Respond to robertem-

e ployo3@aol.com

AT&T Retail Assistant Store
Manager, Part Time Sales Support
Representative Needed. We offer
excellent career paths, com-
petitive hourly pay ranging from
$15.18-$17.61, excellent benefits,
top-notch training, and a fun,
« fast-paced work environment. For
more information regarding job
description and/or to apply, e-mail
amo_techinc@live.com

m AUTOMOTIVE

BIG V AUTOMOTIVE@
BELLSOUTH.NET, 639-5000,
Complete Automotive Repairs, Foreign,
Domestic, Tires, Brakes, Diagnostics,
Moped Sales and Service.

m FOR RENT

Summer subleasers needed. 2 bed-
room apartment on Sloan Street
downtown. $400/month, includes
internet, cable, and water.
Great location. With sublease forms
signed, possibility of continuing
lease into 2011-2012 school year.
Call Meghan at 203-554-0953 or

e-mail mfoley@clemson.edu

For rent: HIGHPOINTE
CONDOMINIUMS, 24 hour
security on site, 4BR, 4BA, washer/
dryer, clubhouse.
864-884-3488. e-mail: akspear-
man@bellsouth.net.

North Clemson Apartments. Jan.-
May subleaser needed. 1 or 2 bed-
room options. $325/month. Call
Aaron at 803-230-3287 or e-mail
asniker@clemson.edu.

Country Farm House for rent.
4 BR, 3 BA, 2 fireplaces, mostly
furnished, private area. $1200
monthly, utilities not included.

NO PETS. 864-304-2925

Women seeking woman. Like to
party? For better or for worse,
come live with us. Crawford, sub-
letting BR with bath.
E-mail kbutters@clemson.edu.

One mile from Campus! 2 BR, 1.5
BA well-kept townhouse in Village
Green. Available Jan. 1. $575/
month. Short- or long-term lease
available. Washer/dryer in unit,

pool on site. Call 864-506-6777.

Male spring subleaser needed.
Clemson Place Apartments. 3 BR,
3BA. Washer/dryer.

Call Ryan at 404-502-9431

m SERVICES

E EVENTS

Clemson plays North Carolina
State on Saturday. Be there or be
square, homies.

PET CARE: Sitting, walking,
and bathing starting at $5! Your

~ place or mine. Contact smoulto@

clemson.edu or 919-522-1125 for
more information.

m ON CAMPUS

SBI? Are your study skills working
for you? If not, call the ASC!
864-656-6452 FREE!

Is your club/organization having
an event you want to promote?
The Tiger Classifieds is the per-
fect place! Student rates are super
cheap. See above or call 864-656-

2167 for more information!

Been to the “Zone”? Check out
the ASC Tutor Zones and the free
tutoring schedule at www.clemson.

edu/asc.

TOYOTA/SCION OF EASLEY

5643 Calhoun Memorial Hwy., Easley, SC 29640

864-855-2233

Bring this coupon to Toyota/Scion of Easley and you will receive an
additional $500.00 discount on a pre-owned Truck or Car

This Coupon MUST be presented to Clayton Bryant upon arrival

This offer is only

Good for Non-Advertisement discounted special pre-owned

vehicles at Toyota/Scion of Easley.

Can not be used on any in-store discounted vehicles.

THIS COUPON IS ONLY VALID AT TOYOTA/SCION OF EASLEY

Offer Expires 11/15/2010

Limited one coupon per customer
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The decli voter intelligence
f you voted on Tuesday, you One would hypothesize that f 2
Iare one of the roughly 37 per- people should be more informed
cent of the American voting- on issues and candidates now
age population that votes in an than ever, but this is simply not . : °
average mid-term election. Mid- the case. According to a study
term elections have lower turnout conducted by The Pew Research - =
because they are non-presidential Center for the People and the -é’/r OO I Ié-E
elections. When it comes down to  Press, more people in 1989 could Cd{e,% '&L)&‘\ O »
it, the average American doesn’t name the current vice president, .
care about anything but the presi- their state’s governor and the fact /r . Yak.l _&‘ VOE“\S:
dential vote, and even then the that America has a trade deficit '\ M d\ -
interest is low. than they could in 2007. There :
America was founded on the was only one area where more . '
principles of life, liberty and the people were more knowledgeable G
pursuit of happiness, and vot- in 2007 when compared to 1989: J watch aS MQHH ]ersey Shore re-runs as POSS'be .
ing is one of the fundamental more people could tell which
rights in the American political party was in power of the House : b k _t" - 3
system. After different suffrage and Senate. Knowledge about the . i ebooK Stlil o 3
rrilowiements, every citizen now individuals in Congress lowered /{‘Q" QSIeeP eVery n'sh‘t ‘tO an opeV'l 'QPtOP W"th 9 : Pe ; s
has the right to vote in local, state ~ while partisanship knowledge : :
and national elections. Voting is increased. 2 :
what keeps our republic alive; This is a fundamental issue in 2 s - .
representatives exist to represent politics today. The people voting ﬁrqy ﬂf)q-t ‘thOSe qnnowng CQ’”PQ'S” commef‘clols ‘thqt qQccuse
(go figure) segments of the popu- -on candidates and the issues on b, d { ’
lation so the nation can move in the ballot tend to know little about - Aniinki Sto
one singular direction. E Pluribus ~ what they are actually voting on. OPPOHQMS O{‘ dNV’lkWB beB 990 2 P b
Unum: Out of Many, One. They don’t know the platform of ;
Voter apathy during mid-term the Democratic or Republican
elections is not a new phenom- parties, and they often don’t even 2 . 3 .
enon. There has always been a ll:now the candidates at all. Many Sw"tCh qng News bPOQdCQS‘tS |mm€d'Q‘tely to Mw 4
level of disinterest in politics people vote based on political = ;
from the American public even . party alone even though they
though the government is sup- can’t even state what the party : 3 : -
posed to be based on the pub- stands for. : work oNn ‘thq‘t PPO)eC‘t ‘thq‘t IS due tomorrow
lic interest. Apathy only grows So, what is the number one
as the American political sys- ' determinant of your precious vote : — .
tem becomes more partisan and on Election Day? The answer may :
polarized; the average American shock, confuse and even anger . nni
does not identify with the extreme ou: your parents have the most A 1 .t h -th h k VE,
views shared by our representa- iynﬂue):lce on your vote as you nd---F'ﬂd OU w O e s ec 'S ru .
tives in.Congress. stand in the booth. Specifically, :
While the changing culture of you are most likely to vote for
American politics is an intrigu- whatever party your parents vote 3
ing topic, there is another more for. As college students, this fact
pressing matter that needs to be can be a tough one to swallow,
addressed first. A recent® study but it is true.
shows that apathy might not be When voters blindly follow .
the only problem facing American the same party as their parents :
politics: stupidity among voters is  without research, the democratic el TN T Lo
at an all time high. system is cheapened. Voting a
The “stupidity” of voters does straight ticket based on no knowl- so important to vote, then an real problem in this case is educa- system, and it should always be b
not directly refer to the collective edge does not add intellectual aptitude test with simple political tion. Millions in the United States that way. :
IQ of voters nationwide but rather  thought into the process, it just questions could be used to filter don’t have the same access to The only way. to increase
how informed people are about adds needless votes to both sides. out those too uninformed to vote. information as the general popu- voter intelligence is to increase |
who and what they are voting for But why are voters sticking These tests® would succeed in lation. efforts to educate voters, espe-
and the knowledge voters have of to uninformed decisions despite making sure only those that know Impoverished children, for cially in public schools. Public
the political system itself. . the increased accessibility to vot- about politics vote in elections. example, may have never had the schools exist to educate the popu-
Studies have shown that less ing information the Internet pro- But there is one major problem chance to learn to read and have lation, and educating the popula- ’
than half of Americans can name vides? The answer is impossible with this type of “intelligence” access to the Internet. If a test tion about politics should be a pri-
the vice president of the cur- to prove, but it may be explained test: it has already been done. was included to filter these types mary concern. Organizations that
rent administration, Joe Biden by how people use the Internet. The Jim Crow laws that exist- of people out of the voting pool, lead the effort to get out the vote
(sorry if you are one of the few), As the number of options in media ed in the United States during then they lose an opportunity to should include voter education. 2
a majority of Americans do not the average person increases, the segregation required voters to improve their situation. Everyone But if none of this works,
know whether the Republicans amount of time they spend on any pass a literacy test in order to needs a voice in our democracy. then take solace in the fact that
and Democrats are more liberal one thing decreases. Therefore, vote; the problem is that these Whether the decline of the the more educated a person is, the .
or conservative, and two-thirds of  the Internet and all media fracture laws were created to exclude. a aptitude of voters can be fixed . more likely they are to vote. This
the nation cannot name a single voters’ attention to any one issue. specific segment of the popula- is debatable. The only require- means the group of educated vot-
Supreme Court justice. People know a little about a lot tion (in this case, blacks) from ment to vote is being an of-age ers is the most likely to seriously
In a day and age where infor- but not a lot about one thing. being able to vote. legal citizen of the United States. influence any given election. =
mation can be attained in the The declining intelligence of Adding an intelligence test Voting is a right in this country, ;
blink of an eye, the American the American voter is a clear to voter registration today would not a privilege. The opinions expressed in the above editorial
public seems blind when it gomes problem and some have proposed also work to exclude a specific Voters of all intelligence ley- ¢ Written by the opinions editor and | -
to politics. This is a disturbing measures to keep those “unfit”. population, the uneducated, from els will always be allowed to vote :Z’::;:Z;’,;:Zrzuysrr’?er;:ﬂ' (;{wn:a?;f;:
trend when looking at the direc- to vote out of the poll booth on the voting pool. This is just anoth-  because individual liberty is a w'ew',heSmﬂg(},-,omi,mv,,oirep,ese{,,,/,;,
tion of our society. Election Day. If intelligence is er form of discrimination. The staple of the American political individual view of any particular member.
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“The only real way “Voters should “The Internet is one “1 think that “The most
to make a voter stay up to date of the best ways for politicians should important skill
pick a candidate by watching the people to educate -spend less time for voters is the S
Wi S 2 based on what that news as well as the themselves. It’s bashing the other ability to think
wt do you think is the best way candidate has to different programs. important to party’s decisions and critically and
to educate voters on what/who offer is to sit them They should never research candidates instead emphasize reflectively...
{ 3 down and force be scared to ask and where they how they are going to We should teach é
; they are voting for? him or her to listen questions when they stand on important correct the problems these skills in
to the candidate’s are confused about issues and we have in our school..””
standpoint.” issues.” decisions.” government.
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The peddlers of

truth

ZAK JAMES

Columnist

bad. Everyone knows things are

.bad; it’s a depression,” Howard
Beale said mournfully. “We know the air
is unfit to breathe and our food is unfit to
eat, and we sit watching our TVs while
some local newscaster tells us that today
we had 15 homicides and 63 violent
crimes, as if that’s the way it’s supposed
to be,” he continued.

“It’s like everything everywhere is
going crazy, so we don’t go out any-
more. We sit in the house, and slowly the
world we are living in is getting smaller,
and all we say is, ‘Please, at least leave
us alone in our living rooms.” Well, I'm
not gonna leave you alone. I want you
to get mad!” he declared. “You’ve got to
say, ‘'m a human being... my life has
value!’... T’M AS MAD AS HELL,
AND I'M NOT GOING TO TAKE
THIS ANYMORE!™”

Most of you might now be asking:
who is Howard Beale, and what is he
so upset about? The preceding rant is an
excerpt from the 1976 Oscar winning
film “Network,” a satire concerning
the nature of public news broadcasting
through a fictional news station, Union
Broadcasting System. Howard Beale
was its anchor, the “mad prophet of the
airways.”

Thirty-five years ago, one of my
all-time favorite films attempted to draw
attention to the failed state of the evening
news. Few listened. Yet Howard’s words
ring as loud and clear today as they did
then, their prescience astonishing.

“Right now, there is a hole, an
entire generation that didn’t know any-
thing that didn’t come out of this tube,”
Howard said.

As this generation has foregone the
luxury of reading, we have embraced
network television as our source of
information, as our means of “objective
truth” regarding world events. Yet every
night that I turn on the evening news
(admittedly a seldom occurrence), I do
not hear news.

I hear a political analyst babbling
about his or her position on a certain
moot political dilemma. I see images of
Lindsay Lohan’s fancy anklet from 100
different angles as millions of gallons
of oil silently flow unhindered into the
Gulf of Mexico and war and desola-
tion persist in Darfur and Haiti. I was
inordinately exposed to the Anna Nicole
Smith saga, another individual of little
merit whose crises were apparently suf-
ficient to captivate the attention of 310
million people for months on end. The
news I longed to hear seldom reached
my ears.

When that news finally did reach
my ears, it wasn’t what I needed to hear.
It was filtered, subliminally altered to

(4 ‘IZon’t have to tell you things are

meet an agenda. Fox, CNN, MSNBC...
it really doesn’t matter to which network
one subscribes, as the news they process
is no more objective than the other guy.
And if that isn’t enough, when they do
offer “breaking news,” rarely is it uplift-
ing and inspirational, something this
country could use.

No, the news seems to be some
sort of sadistic catharsis unleashing the
rage of the layman on random Quran-
burning radical fundamentalists and the
like, people of little consequence until
the media has their say and after which
everyone seemingly has an unwarranted

opinion on the matter. As if that is the

news we, as a society, need to hear.

But why does it matter, you ask?
Who cares how the news is peddled
for truth so long as I am informed?
“Because the only truth you know is
what you get over this tube. .. This tube
is the Gospel, the ultimate revelation.
This tube can make or break presidents,
popes, prime ministers...”

I am sickened as I turn on the news
and I see personalities reading from a
script prepared by men and women who
seek nothing less than fame and ratings.
Long gone are the days of Murrow and
Cronkite when the evening news was a
means to combat the “social hypocrisies
of the day” (e.g. McCarthyism). Today
we would rather spend weeks vacu-
ously discussing the endless conjecture
regarding which celebrity is divorcing
his or her fourth spouse and why Obama
must be lying about not knowing who
Snooki is.

“So you listen to me. Television
is not the truth! ... We’re in the bore-
dom killing business! ... We’ll tell you
any[thing] you want to hear. We deal
in illusions, man! None of it is true!”
Howard exclaimed.

“You’re beginning to believe the
illusions we’re spinning here, that the
tube is reality and your own lives are
unreal. You do, why, whatever the tube
tells you... you even think like the tube.
This is mass madness, you maniacs...
You people are the real thing, WE are
the illusion.”

Thirty-five years later, it is time for
more than change. It is time for progress.
Progress calls for a critical viewership,
citizens willing to stand for news rather
than pointless commentary and debate.
It even demands a sort of regression,
an attempt to reflect on a time when a
news anchor was not an opinionated
personality but an instrument utilized to
distribute news to the masses.

But most importantly, progress
requires that we abandon our fatuous
obsession with the socialites of pop
culture and refocus our attention on
what really matters. “Because that’s the
way it is” just doesn’t cut it anymore,
I'm afraid.

I’'m as mad as hell. Are you?

ZAK JAMES is a junior majoring in health
sciences. E-mail comments to letters@
TheTigerNews.com.

Paws up,
Former President Bill Clinton said he is excited about Li’
WSUHE’S upcoming release from prison.

Two brothers in West Haven, Conn., are
facing assault charges because of a fight

between them that involved BB guns,
swords and chairs. The two men are both
over 50 years old; Wil Ferrell and John C.
Reilly would be proud.

A Nevada woman admitted she let
her 12-year-old son drive her car
because she was drunk.

A baby girl in Paris survived a seven-story fall when
she bounced off a café awning into the arms of a
passerby who happened to be a doctor.

An amateur tattoo artist in Australia has been charged
by police for tattooing a 40-cm penis on a man’s back
instead of the uin and yang syumbol he requested.

So, what do you
listen to?

Nick RotH

Columnist

mall talk will be the death of
S my social skills. I simply can-

not do it. “Yes, the weather
is nice today. I haven’t yet thought
about what it will be like tomorrow,
but hopefully it will be similar to
today’s weather so we won’t have
to have this conversation again.”

I just can’t muster interest in
topics that are inconsequential. Not
to mention I can’t learn anything
about “you” during these conversa-
tions, so they serve me no purpose
socially.

I don’t suspect that anyone has
ever gotten married over in-depth
discussions about their major in
college or how mild this winter
has been. But then again, I may be
wrong; that’s probably why divorce
rates are so high.

Now, because I can’t engage
in small talk, I'm forced to adapt
in social situations. My adapta-
tion has become asking people
what music they listen to. It’s a
seemingly innocuous question, but
buried within, this question allows
me to judge people and sometimes
receive insightful information about
who they are as people.

It’s so much more effective
then just asking people about them-
selves. Malcolm Gladwell showed
in his book “Blink” that people
really don’t have a clue about who
he or she is. Subjects were able to
discern more about a person’s per-
sonality by looking at their bedroom
than by actually meeting them.

Who am I? The only proper
answer is “no effing clue.”

The music question allows me
to discern someone’s personal-
ity just as a person’s bedroom tells
people about who he or she is. I
can tell within five minutes if this
is a person I want to be talking
to. Take myself, for example: my
favorite artist of all time is Bruce
Springsteen & The E Street Band.
I also listen to a lot of off-the-cuff
alternative music... not too off-the-
cuff, mind you — Band of Horses,
Kings of Leon, Damien Rice, that
sort of stuff. This. allows me to
appear outside of the main stream,
which is sort of cool and quirky,
without actually admitting that I
have the same pop sensibilities as
anyone else. So what would you
learn about my personality?

I like the idea of being coun-
terculture more than I like actually
being counterculture. Yeah, sure,
I could meddle through the new
Arcade Fire album and pretend that
it’s the best thing ever. But in real-

ity I only like a few songs on the
album, and I’d much rather listen
to “Teenage Dream” by Katy Perry.
But I can’t say that to someone
because there is something under-
stood in our society that if it’s popu-
lar then it isn’t cool. If everybody
likes it, then it must be beneath me.
Really, that just signifies that I’'m an
elitist jackass.

But then again, there is the other
end of the spectrum. At least I'm
willing to muddle through mostly
crappy dissonance and discover
stuff I actually like, and that is at
the same time “alternative.”

Chuck Klosterman cites another
group of people as his least favorite.
These are the people who, when
asked what music do they listen
to, respond “anything but country.”
Chuck points out that they don’t
know enough to say anything con-
crete about what they like, but they
sure as hell know it’s not cool to
like country. These people haven’t
even taken the time to define their
musical tastes; they reduce music
to its most elementary function to
appear cool. I agree with Chuck that
these people are the worst.

People who like country music
are definitely second worst. That is
for one of two reasons: (1) either
you like the fact that songs are
regurgitated formulaically, and I
can’t excuse that, or (2) you don’t
realize the vomit coming through
the speakers, and I can’t excuse that
either. Yet these are just genres of
music.

But you can learn even more
about people by their specific
responses. First of all, if they are
willing to engage in this discourse,
then music is important to them and
so is continuing the conversation.
If this is a young lass, then she’s
either cool or into me. That’s called
a win-win.

Music is a communicative pro-
cess, and sharing likes and dislikes
and its evolution results in an inti-
mate conversation that allows those
intimacies to remain protected.

John Cusack via “High Fidelity”
said, “What really matters is what
you like, not what you are like.”
Our interests capture our essence
far more accurately than our cogni-
tion does.

So what? So go forth. Engage
in more engaging conversations.
When you begin to trend towards
the weather, how many drinks you
had last night, how class was or
how much work you have to do,
you become the reason grownups
are boring: they acquiesce to formal
modes of dialogue. Be rogue. Learn
something and stick it to the man.

Nick RoTH is a junior majoring in
English. E-mail comments to letters@
TheTigerNews.com.

The octopus that correctly predicted the first seven

matches for Germany in the World Cup and correctly
identified Spain as the winner died at the age of two.

A B2-year-old grandmother claims
to have had sex with more than
200 men in the last two years
since joining 13 dating websites. Her

name? Carol Bone.

Voters in Pittsfield, Mass., blocked a deci-
A sion that would have allowed women to

walk around town topless.

A 3G mobile network has been set up on Mount Everest.

Climbers will now be able to access the Internet during

their climb and will even be able to check their e-mail on
the summit.
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18 FOREVER:

THE DANGERS OF DROWSY DRIVING

KATiE SiNicROPE

Opinions Layout Editor

ov. 8 will mark the begin-
ning of Drowsy Driving
Prevention Week — a

week for which I hope to help raise
awareness.

I’ll never forget the phone call
on the night of Jan. 26, 2008, that
brought my world to a crashing
halt. I lost my childhood best
friend, Nicki, in a car accident that
night. She was in the passenger
seat of a car when the driver fell
asleep and hit a tree while driving
home to Virginia Tech after a day
of skiing.

The accident left a community
and the four other passengers in
shambles. All it took was one nod
and there was a car full of college
students fighting for their lives
within a matter of seconds.

After the accident, another

friend lay helpless in the snow; his
back was broken in three places.
- He remained in a wheelchair
for a few months following the
accident. All he can remember
are the screams of pain from the
driver, who punctured a lung and
shattered a foot. Both he and the
driver were transported to a nearby
hospital as firefighters and rescue
technicians used the Jaws of Life,
attempting to save Nicki.

Six months after Nicki’s acci-
dent, I lost another good friend
when he fell asleep behind the
wheel Two lives-were taken too
soon; both will be 18 forever.

I hate visiting stadiums that don’t let
me go out and drink at halftime.

I hate when my editor censors me.

Every summer, I spend a day
at a rest stop on I-95 in Maryland
giving out free coffee with Nicki’s
family to raise awareness, using
her story as motivation. Despite
the dire threat of drowsy driving,
more and more rest stops close on
I-95. Currently, there are only two
left in Maryland, and of course
they are at the same exit for the
north and southbound directions.

Current media is flooded on
the dangers of drunk driving, but
what about drowsy driving?

Being awake for 18 hours
straight is equivalent to a blood
alcohol content (BAC) of 0.08 per-
cent, which is legally drunk. There
is currently no field test for police
to use on our highways.

‘ ‘All it took was one

nod and there was a car full
of college students fighting for
their lives within a matter of

seconds. , ,

Men ages 18-29 are the most
likely to drive drowsy and have
an accident as a result. We need
to educate students further on the
dangers of drowsy driving. The
average college student only gets
six hours of sleep a night. Such a
small amount of sleep triples your
risk of a drowsy driving related
accident. We need to do better than
this; we need to try for the recom-
mended eight.

The National Highway Safety
Administration estimates that
100,000 of reported crashes a year
are caused by drowsy driving. This

I hate underage roommates.

The sixth Harry Potter movie sucked.

Want to rant? Send
your rants to letters@
thetigernews.com.

results in more than 1,550 deaths
and 71,000 injuries. Those 1,550
deaths could have been prevented.

According to the National Sleep
Foundation’s Sleep in America
poll, 60 percent of Americans have
driv&n while feeling sleepy, and 37
percént admit to actually having
fallen asleep at the wheel in the
past year. Of the 37 percent, 13
percent admit to doing this at least
once a month. When traveling at
60 mph, you move 176 feet in two
seconds. Those two seconds of
nodding off is you veering across
16 lanes of traffic. How many
highways do you know of that you
can move/176 feet in one direction
and feel completely safe?

Remember the CAT buses
aren’t just there for the students
who don’t have cars or are too
drunk to drive home from down-
town; they are also there for long
nights spent studying. :

I’ll be the first to admit I
don’t get enough sleep. I'm a per-
petual student, constantly studying
into the wee hours of the morn-
ing and even straight until class
time. After the accidents, I became
more aware of the repercussions of
drowsy driving; I always get a ride
in the morning and take the CAT
bus in the afternoon. You should
do the same. .

I know I can’t bring my. friends
back, but I can prevent others from
dying. For more information on
Nicki’s story and drowsy driv-
ing prevention facts, visit www.
love4nicki.com.

KATIE SINICROPE is a senior majoring
in bioengineering:: E-mail-comments to
letters@TheTigerNews.com.

TIGER RANTS

Why does every flight attendant act
like they are in a major crisis?

I hate it when profes-

sors send me rude emails

reminding me that I'm
failing LIB 100.

I hate waking up with
unexplained bruises all over
my body.

Back to basics

Jessica Lav

Columnist

n recent decades, American soci-
I‘ert“ynhas increasingly focused on all
ings high-tech and fast-paced.
While society places a premium on
technological and scientific advance-
ment, the climate in the United States
isn’t exactly conducive to such prog-
ress.

A marked shift towards supporting
applied science research has accom-
panied a widespread belief that basic
science isn’t as important. Society
needs to redefine its priorities and
realize that each depends on the other
to advance scientific understanding
and provide technologies that increase
the standard of living. The importance
of basic scientific research cannot be
forgotten.

Basic science and applied science
differ in terms of motivation. Curiosity
and the drive to seek an understand-
ing of fundamental phenomena define
basic research. The Human Genome
Project, an example of basic science
research, aims to map all human genes
and their functions.

On the other hand, applied sci-
ence works towards a specific goal.
Applied science research seeks solu-
tions to practical problems: finding a
drug to cure a certain disease, improv-
ing crop production or producing the
next generation of faster and better
iPods.

Basic scientific research has
been put on the back burner in part
because saciety is focused on-short-
term solutions; the great majority of
basic scientific research does not have
short-term applications. For instance,
some missions in space collect data
about what lies beyond this planet,
information that has no direct applica-
tion to advancing technology on earth.
Rather, basic science looks to charac-
terize the fundamentals of how nature
works, understanding that the research
is a long-term investment.

The prevalent attitude is that if
scientific research doesn’t have the
potential to help society now, invest-
ing in it is a waste of money. However,
basic scientific research is necessary
to prevent society from becoming
stagnant. Applied science involves
building upon old and well-known
principles. At some point, there is a
limit.

Basic science questions traditional
methods, potentially revolutionizing
what was previously accepted as the
norm. For example, researchers at
Oregon State University have recently

discovered how to create a metal-insu-
lator-metal diode. Conventional elec-
tronics are generally made with sili-
con-based materials, and attempts in
applied scientific research to improve
upon this technology are approaching
a limit. This new diode is something
different altogether, showing how
basic science research can prevent
society from becoming limited by tra-
ditional approaches to problems.

The interdependence of basic and
applied science is clear. Discoveries in
basic science can lead to applications
in applied science further down the
road: the discovery of the electron had
to occur before the electronics indus-
try could be born.

The development of basic circuits
found in computers came from the
study of nuclear physics, not by peo-
ple who specifically aimed to build
computers. Basic science research
can also lead to spin-off discoveries.
Particle physics research at CERN
generated a high volume of data; an
effort to manipulate and store it all led
to the development of the Internet.

The U.S. needs to support basic
scienctific research — not just because
of the potential for technological
applications later on, but because the
quest for basic knowledge just for
knowledge’s sake cannot be aban-
doned. President Obama has called
for increased funding for scientific
research so that the U.S. will main-
tain a high standard of living and
remain competitive in the global play-
ing field.

Most funding, however, * goes
towards applied research.Researchers
in the U.S can apply for grants from
two main organizations, the National
Institutes of Heal NI yangNafignal
Science Foundation (NSF). The
NIH focuses on promoting applied
biomedical research that focuses on
treating disease. All basic scientific
research goes to the NSF for funding.
In his proposed 2011 budget, the NIH
will receive $32.23 billion while the
NSF will only receive $7 4 billion.

If the federal government will
not support basic sci<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>