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Table 1.1: Congaree Land Trust classifications for forest and timber types located on 

Hardscramble in Camden, SC. 

Forest Types Timber Types 

Mixed Pine and Oak Forest Mature Longleaf Pine 

Longleaf Pine and Scrub Oak forest Mature Loblolly Pine 

Floodplain Forest Mixed Pine 

Pocosin Forest Upland Hardwood 

 Bottomland Hardwood 

 Planted Loblolly Pine 

  

 The study area is a 28.7 hectare (71 acres) subsection of Hardscramble, located in 

the Northeast corner of the property. The majority of the site was classified as a longleaf 

pine and scrub oak forest comprised mostly of mature longleaf pine. However, the area 

would more accurately be described as a series of uneven-aged loblolly stands with a 

distinct scrub oak midstory emblematic of the sandhills region. There were isolated 

pockets of longleaf in the most xeric portions of the property and more minor, scattered 

pockets throughout the study area, but the majority of the overstory was occupied by 

loblolly pines. Many of these longleaf pine trees were mature and sawtimber-sized, some 

estimated to be over 150-years old. However, most were confined to approximately 7.3 

hectares (18 acres) along xeric ridges in the northern reaches of the property. The 

majority of the study area was a mixed pine and oak forest with a loblolly overstory and a 

densely stratified midstory of hardwood species, including red and white oaks, hickories 

(Carya spp.), sweetgums, sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboretum), and American holly (Ilex 

opaca). A timber cruise conducted in June 2020 revealed the study area to have 266.7 

tonnes (294 tons) of pine chip-n-saw, 717.6 tonnes (791 tons) of pine sawtimber, 727.6 

tonnes (802 tons) of pine pulpwood, 75.3 tonnes (83 tons) of grade hardwood logs, 22.7 

tonnes (25 tons) of gum logs, and 1215.6 tonnes (1,340 tons) of hardwood pulpwood. 
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Intense shading and a high average basal area caused by a prolonged lack of forest 

management inhibited understory development and longleaf pine regeneration for much 

of the study area (Figure 1.5).
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Figure 1.1: Map of 28.7 hectare seed-tree harvest study site located on Hardscramble in Camden, SC.


