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Loop, 1928

Plaeieefeons
Photograph not available. Photograph not available.
Interior Exterior
Pata
Address:

48 Michigan Ave, Detroit, Ml 48226

Architect: H.D. ligenfritz

Function: Historic: O Nickelodeon Current: OReuse: Venue
OVaudeville OReuse: Other
OTransitional OClosed
OMovie Palace X Demolished
XNeighborhood Hynknown

Commissioned By: | --

Style: -

Name(s): --

Number of Seats: | Historic: 550 Current: 0

Current Condition: | Demolished.

Advocates: -

Notes/ Anecdotes: | Offered movie 24-hours a day, Closed in 1956, later

demolished.
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Times Square, 1929

Plaeieeicons
Photograph not available. Photograph not available.
Interior Exterior
Data
Address:

443 Abbot, Detroit, MI 48226

Architect: Christian W. Brandt

Function: Historic: O Nickelodeon Current: OReuse: Venue
OVaudeville OReuse: Other
OTransitionall OClosed
OMovie Palace X Demolished
HNeighborhood Hyunknown

Commissioned By: | --

Style: -

Name(s): -

Number of Seats: | Historic: 200 Current: O

Current Condition: | Demolished.

Advocates: -

Notes/ Anecdotes: | Closed in 1958, later demolished.
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Eastown, 1931
Plaeieefeons

Photograph not available.

Interior Exterior
Data
Address:

8041 Harper, Detroit, Ml 48213

Architect: V.J. Waier & Co.
Function: Historic: O Nickelodeon Current: OReuse: Venue
OVaudeville OReuse: Other
OTransitional X Closed
D Movie Palace HDemolished
HNeighborhood Hynknown
Commissioned By: | Wisper-Wetsman Theater
Style: Renaissance Revival, Baroque
Name(s): Showcase Theater, Eastown Palace
Number of Seats: | Historic: 2,500 Current: 0
Current Condition: [ Closed.
Advocates: -
Notes/ Anecdotes: | During the 1960s the Eastown theater served as a rock
concert venue. Performers include: Alice Cooper, The
Doors, Pink Floyd and the Grateful Dead. It was forced to
shut down in 1973. Later it operated as a Jazz Club, Adult
Film Theater, and finally a church. In 2010 the neighboring
apartment building burned, the theater was unharmed, it
has since been empty.
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Roxy, 1932

Plaeieefeons
Photograph not available. Photograph not available.
Interior Exterior
Pata
Address:

2745 Woodward Ave, Detroit, Ml 48201

Architect: --

Function: Historic: O Nickelodeon Current: OReuse: Venue
OVaudeville OReuse: Other
OTransitionall OClosed
OMovie Palace X Demolished
HNeighborhood Hynknown

Commissioned By: | --

Style: -

Name(s): --

Number of Seats: | Historic: 1,200 Current: 0

Current Condition: | Demolished.

Advocates: -

Notes/ Anecdotes: | The theater closed in 1972. It has since been demolished.
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Midtown, 1941

Plaeieeicons
Photograph not available. Photograph not available.
Interior Exterior
Data
Address:

711 West Canfeild, Detroit, Ml 48201

Architect: -

Function: Historic: O Nickelodeon Current: OReuse: Venue
OVaudeville R Reuse: Other
OTransitional OClosed
OMovie Palace O Demolished
X Neighborhood Hynknown

Commissioned By: | --

Style: --

Name(s): Studio Midtown, Midtown Art, Midtown Follies

Number of Seats: | Historic: 876 Current: unknown

Current Condition: | Reused.

Advocates: Evangelistic Tabernacle of Faith Congregation

Notes/ Anecdotes: | Opened in 1941, closed in 1970s. For nearly a decade it
has served as a church for the Evangelistic Tabernacle of
Faith Congregation.
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Telenews, 1942

Plaeieefeons

Photograph not available.

66

Interior

Exterior

Address:

1540 Woodward, Detroit, M| 48226

Architect:

Cyril E. Schley

Function:

Historic: O Nickelodeon
OVaudeville

Current: OReuse: Venue
RIReuse: Other

OTransitional OClosed
D Movie Palace HDemolished
HNeighborhood Hynknown
Commissioned By: | --
Style: Art Deco
Name(s): Tele-Arts, Art Moderne, Plaza
Number of Seats: | Historic: 465 Current: 0

Current Condition:

Reused. Night Club

Advocates:

Notes/ Anecdotes:

The telenews theater operated as a newsreel theater, unfil
the 1960s. The availability of home television sets made
the newsreel theater obsolete. In 1969 the theater was
remodelled and renamed the Plaza featuring adult films,
then foreign films until 1991 when the theater closed. In
2000 the theater opened as a nightclub, Bleu Room.
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Aﬁﬁendix B:

The following database represents Detroit’s entire theater collection. This database
provides basic information obtained on each theaters constructed within the city limits

between 1906-1960.
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Theatre

ID Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name
1 | Casino (N) 70 Monroe Street 1906 1915 Nickelodeon Demolished
2 | Cent Odeon 62 Monroe 1906 1970s Nickelodeon 314 | Mildner and Eisen Demolished Bijou, New Gayety, Cine X
3 Mirth 7327 E. Jefferson Ave. 1906 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
4 | Star (1) 100-2 Monroe 1907 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished The Theatre Royale, Royale
5 Canfield Ave 1527 E. Canfiled Ave. 1908 1924 Nickelodeon Demolished Lira, Lockwood
6 Princess 520 Woodward 1908 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished
7 | Bell 4216 W. Venor Highway 1909 1921 Nickelodeon Demolished
8 Columbia (N) 4647 Michigan Ave. 1909 1919 Nickelodeon Demolished Lincoln
9 | Family 1 Cadillac 1909 1973 1973 Transitional 934 | Fuller Claflin Demolished Follies
10 | Grand 4151 Grand River Ave. 1909 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished Novelty, Petite
11 | Grande Theatre 8024 Jefferson Ave. 1909 1951 Vaudeville 1837 Demolished
12 | Monarch 5507 Michigan Ave. 1909 1917 Nickelodeon Demolished
13 | Pastime 8767 Kercheval 1909 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished Our
14 | Vaudette 674-6 Gratiot Ave. 1909 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished Dudley, Vaudette, Olive
15 | East Side 2717 Gratiot 1910 1959 Transitional 650 Demolished
16 | Empire 1251 Woodward 1910 1923 Nickelodeon Demolished
17 | Empress 540 Woodward Ave 1910 1950s Transitional Demolished
18 | Gratiot 2306-12 Gratiot Ave. 1910 1930 Nickelodeon Reuse- Retail
19 | Lester 2238 Hastings 1910 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished Peoples, Paramount
20 | Market 2589 Michigan Ave. 1910 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
21 | Miles 1220 Griswold 1910 1927 1927 Nickelodeon Demolished
22 | Rex 5651 W. Fort 1910 1958 Transitional 865 | ? C. Howard Crane Demolished
23 | Arcadia 6756 W. Jefferson Ave. 1911 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished Rex
24 | Cass 117 Grand River Ave. 1911 1923 Nickelodeon Demolished
25 | Clark Park 458 South Dix Street 1911 N/A Transitional 400 Demolished
26 | Columbia 50 Monroe 1911 1956 Transitional 1006 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
Northeastern, Dreamland,
27 | Dreamland 7510-6 Oakland Ave. 1911 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished Oakland
28 | East End (N) 11514 E. Jefferson 1911 1925 Nickelodeon Demolished
29 | National 118 Monroe 1911 1975 Vaudeville 800 | Albert Kahn Closed
30 | Orpheum 8945 Mack Ave. 1911 1915 Nickelodeon Demolished
31 | Partk (N) 2125 Woodward Ave. 1911 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
32 | Star (2) 2836 Michigan Ave. 1911 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished
33 | Vendome 4481 Grand River 1911 1958 Transitional 891 Demolished Seville
34 | AMO 3121 Grand River 1912 1949 Transitional 378 Demolished
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Theatre

ID Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name
35 | Amuse U 10535 W. Jefferson Ave. 1912 1971 Transitional 1200 Demolished
36 | Circle 2814 Hastings 1912 1936 Transitional 658 Demolished Camelot, Dunbar
37 | Clay 1150 Clay 1912 1950 Transitional 390 Demolished Apollo
38 | Colonial (N) 1812 Gratiot Ave. 1912 1921 Nickelodeon Demolished MY, Orleans
39 | Eagle 6345 Michigan Ave. 1912 1926 Transitional Demolished
40 | Frontenac 7209 Harper 1912 1950 Transitional 834 Reuse- Church | Ace
Reuse- Night

41 | Garden 3929 Woodward 1912 1949 Transitional 903 | C. Howard Crane Club
42 | Globe 3520 Grand River 1912 1970s Vaudeville 650 | Harley & Atchison Demolished

Stratton,

Goettlesleben & Von
43 | Home 6421 Chene St 1912 1963 Transitional 736 | Schneider Demolished
44 | Mt. Elliot 6041 Mt. Elliot Ave. 1912 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished
45 | Watson 1042 Watson 1912 1923 Nickelodeon Demolished Columbus
46 | Arcade 2416 Hastings 1913 1949 Transitional 460 | B.C. Wetzell Demolished
47 | Beecher 3205 Baker Ave. 1913 1927 Nickelodeon Demolished Little Family, Bluebird
48 | Boulevard 7237 Gratiot Ave. 1913 1939 Transitional 400 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
49 | Broadway 1337 Broadway 1913 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished Broadway-Strand
50 | Brooklyn 1302 Michigan Ave. 1913 1939 Transitional 300 Demolished
51 | Catherine 1700 Chene 1913 1949 Transitional 398 | C. Howard Crane Demolished Carver
52 | Elizabeth 2986 Franklin 1913 1925 Nickelodeon Demolished
53 | Florence 3748 E. Forest 1913 1950s Transitional 800 Demolished Your
54 | Grand Circus 2115 Woodward Ave. 1913 1924 Nickelodeon Demolished Central
55 | Home (N) 6010-2 W. Venor Highway 1913 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
56 | Liberty 1020 Farmer 1913 1926 Nickelodeon Demolished
57 | Myrtle 3515 17th 1913 1950 2012 Transitional 750 Demolished

Stahl, Kinsey and
58 | Plaza 11641 E. Jefferson 1913 1954 Transitional 790 | Chapman Demolished
59 | Quo Vadis? 13559 E. Canfield Ave. 1913 1930 Nickelodeon Demolished
60 | Triumph 7825 Gratiot Ave. 1913 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished

1505-13 Washington

61 | Washington Boulevard 1913 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished Fox-Washington
62 | Addison 2954 Woodward 1914 1980 Transitional 582 Closed Fine Arts
63 | Almo 5136 Russell 1914 1917 Transitional Demolished
64 | Billiken 1054 Holden 1914 1924 Nickelodeon Demolished
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Theatre

ID Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name
65 | Crescent 7736 W. Fort 1914 1940s Transitional Unknown
66 | Duchess 2647 Grand River 1914 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished Band Box
67 | Ferry Park 7331 Grand River 1914 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
68 | Forest 4635 Woodward 1914 1940s Transitional 600 | Fuller Claflin Demolished
69 | Gladwin Park 9636 E. Jefferson 1914 1962 Transitional 894 | E.H. Rogers Demolished Aladdin, Booth
70 | Ila 4035 W. Venor Highway 1914 1956 Transitional 384 Demolished Dix
71 | Jefferson 11008 E. Jefferson 1914 1940s Transitional 376 | Albert Kahn Demolished
72 | Jewel 1450 Gratiot 1914 1931 Transitional 800 | William B Stratton Demolished Blackstone
73 | Library 8525 Gratiot 1914 1940s Transitional 360 Demolished Europa, Art
74 | Maxine 7641 Mack 1914 1952 Transitional 960 Demolished
75 | Montclair 10739 Mack 1914 1948 Transitional 465 Unknown Ideal, President
76 | Palace 130-2 Monroe Ave. 1914 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished
77 | Sheridan 7414 Kercheval 1914 1954 Transitional 475 Reuse- Church
78 | Villa 11526 Oakland 1914 1923 Nickelodeon Demolished Englewood
79 | Warfield 5126 Hastings 1914 1949 Transitional 376 | William brothers Demolished
80 | Woodward 1018 Woodward 1914 1927 Nickelodeon Demolished
81 | Alhambra 9428 Woodward 1915 1975 Transitional 1475 | C. Howard Crane Closed
82 | Beechwood 5010 W. Warren Ave. 1915 1948 Transitional 400 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
83 | Bernhardt 6469 1915 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished
84 | Castle 3412 Hasting 1915 1939 Transitional 1000 Demolished
85 | Congress 1392 Congress 1915 1917 Nickelodeon Demolished
86 | Courtesy 6041 W. Vanor Highway 1915 1951 Transitional 800 Demolished
87 | Cozy 1042 Michigan Ave 1915 1934 Transitional 389 Demolished
88 | Duplex 3075 E. Grand Boulevard 1915 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished
89 | Hamilton 5357 Hamilton 1915 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
90 | Lakewood 14243-49 E. Jefferson 1915 1958 Transitional 1270 Demolished
91 | Majestic 4136 Woodward 1915 1950s Transitional 1651 | C. Howard Crane Reuse- Venue
92 | Merrick 5138 3rd Ave. 1915 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished
93 | Metropolitan 1659 Fort 1915 1918 Nickelodeon Demolished
William S. Joy &
94 | Norwood 6533 Woodward Ave. 1915 1949 Transitional 574 | Company Demolished
95 | Pulaski 8576 W. Jefferson Ave. 1915 1925 Nickelodeon Demolished La Bell, Pulaski
96 | Rosebud 429 Gratiot Ave. 1915 1930 Nickelodeon Demolished
97 | Rosedale 11520 Woodward 1915 1954 Transitional 965 | William B. Stratton Demolished
98 | Strand 4730 Grand River 1915 1958 Transitional 1384 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
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Theatre
1) Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name
99 | Universal 831 Michigan Ave. 1915 1930 Nickelodeon Demolished
100 | Coliseum 4321 Greenwood 1916 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished
101 | Conrad Martin 1370 Fort 1916 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
102 | Dawn 8342 Gratiot 1916 1958 Transitional 894 | Feldman & Seeler Demolished
103 | Del 8935 Mack 1916 1960 Transitional 1076 | Christan W. Brandt Demolished Delthe
104 | Detroit Arena 500 Warren 1916 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
105 | Drury Land 1534 Woodward 1916 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished
106 | Fairy 1495 Gratiot 1916 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
107 | Ferry Field 6541 Grand River 1916 1937 Transitional 1325 | C. Howard Crane Demolished Beacon
108 | Iris 2314 E. Grand Blvd 1916 1954 Transitional 881 | Mildner & Eisen Demolished
109 | John C. Cairns 473 Grand River Ave. 1916 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished
110 | Knickerbocker 7237 E. Jefferson 1916 1957 Transitional 973 Demolished Whittier
111 | Little 57 Watson 1916 1923 Nickelodeon Demolished Arts& Crafts
112 | Neumann Brothers | 6661 Michigan Ave. 1916 1926 Nickelodeon Reuse- Retail Ritz
113 | Oakland 636 Oakland 1916 1916 Nickelodeon Demolished Dreamland, Northeastern
Stratton &
114 | Regent 7314 Woodward 1916 1960 1974 Transitional 3600 | VonSchneider Demolished Center
115 | Stratford 4651 W. Venor 1916 1985 Transitional 1137 | Joseph P. Jogerst Closed
116 | Victor 77 Victor 1916 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished
117 | Wayne 3523 Gratiot 1916 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished Lansing
Partial
118 | Adams 44 W. Adams 1917 1988 2009 Vaudeville 1770 Demolition
119 | Colonial 2615 Woodward 1917 1970s Vaudeville 1566 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
120 | Ludowy 4711 Michigan Ave. 1917 1930 Nickelodeon Demolished Royal, Rex, Ludowy
121 | Madison 22 Witherell 1917 1984 2000 Transitional 1806 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
122 | Rialto 345-47 Gratiot 1917 1968 Transitional 1334 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
123 | Russell 5335 Russell 1917 1950 Transitional 1406 | C. Howard Crane Demolished
124 | Deluxe 9355 Kercheval 1918 1958 Transitional 1486 | B.C. Wetzell Demolished
Fred F. Swirsky;
125 | Lincoln Square 6034-36 W. Fort 1918 1971 Transitional 1850 | Charles N. Agree Demolished Lincoln
126 | Ferndale 7915 W. Venor Hwy 1919 1937 Transitional 1000 Unknown Capitol
127 | Oakman 12728-40 Woodward Wilson | 1919 1950s Transitional 1213 | C. Howard Crane Reuse- Church
Reuse- Detroit Symphony
128 | Town 3711 Woodward 1919 N/A Vaudeville 2286 | C. Howard Crane Symphony Hall | Orchestra Hall
129 | Imperial 7030 Michigan Ave. 1920 1953 Transitional 376 Reuse- retail
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Theatre

ID Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name

130 | Koppin 528-30 Gratiot 1920 1930 Nickelodeon Demolished

131 | Kozloski 5630 Central 1920 1921 Nickelodeon Demolished

132 | Kramer 5741 Michigan Ave. 1920 1970s Transitional 1732 | C. Howard Crane Demolished

133 | La Salle Garden 6511 14th St 1920 1954 1970 Transitional 1900 | Christian W. Brandt | Demolished Century

134 | Linwood-Lasalle 8229 Linwood 1920 1964 Transitional 1400 | George V. Pottle Demolished Linwood

135 | Academie 9000 Oakland 1921 1928 Nickelodeon 372 Unknown

136 | Arthur 8730 Harper 1921 1940s Transitional 340 Reuse- Church | Crane, Rose

137 | Dixie 574 Gratiot Ave. 1921 1924 Nickelodeon Demolished Favorite

138 | Fairmont 10226 E. Warren Ave. 1921 1926 Nickelodeon Demolished

139 | Ferndale (N) 7913 Ferndale 1921 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished

140 | Harmony 11205 Mack 1921 1970 Transitional 1322 Reuse- Retail Admiral

141 | Park 2626 E. Davison 1921 1949 Transitional 676 | Harry T. Smith Demolished

142 | Poland 2026 Caniff 1921 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished Caniff, Eagle

143 | Theatre Comique 1249-51 Broadway 1921 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished

144 | Tuxedo 11738 Hamilton 1921 1958 Transitional 1800 | Maurice H. Finkel Demolished

146 | Acme 17 Davison Ave 1922 1924 Nickelodeon Demolished

147 | Antoine 2203 St. Antoine 1922 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished
Paramount, Broadway-
Capitol, Grand Circus,

148 | Capitol 1526 Broadway 1922 1985 Movie Palace 3485 | C. Howard Crane Live Theatre Detroit Opera House

149 | Chopin 7320 Michigan Ave 1922 1940 Neighborhood 400 | C. Howard Crane Unknown

150 | Fleur-De-Lys 10775 West Jefferson 1922 1926 Nickelodeon Demolished

151 | Hancock 4758 Hastings 1922 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished

152 | Harper (N) 7723 Harper 1922 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished

153 | Pal Movie 1411-3 Riopelle 1922 1922 Nickelodeon Demolished

154 | Polonia 2608 Junction 1922 1927 Nickelodeon Demolished Junction

Christian W. Brandt

155 | Rivola 4703 Cadillac 1922 1957 Neighborhood 1010 | and H.D. Ilgenfritz Demolished

156 | Tedro 5325 Chene 1922 1923 Nickelodeon Reuse- Church

157 | Astor 8652 12th Street 1923 1956 Neighborhood 723 Demolished

158 | Buchanan 4036 Buchanan 1923 1950 Neighborhood 820 | Joseph P. Jogerst Reuse-Church | Belle

159 | Rivoli 8225 Mack 1923 1928 Nickelodeon Demolished

160 | Ambassador 17730 John R 1924 1960s Neighborhood 810 Demolished Temple, Art

161 | Amsterdam 12240 Grand River 1924 1950 Neighborhood 400 Demolished Keno

162 | Cinderella 13305-9 E. Jefferson 1924 1970 Neighborhood 1897 | Christian W. Brandt | Demolished
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Theatre

ID Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name
163 | Fenkell 3711 Fenkell 1925 1951 Neighborhood 690 Demolished
164 | Flamingo 14270 7 Mile 1925 1950s Neighborhood 997 Reuse- Church
165 | Grand Riviera 9222 Grand River 1925 1974 1999 Neighborhood 2766 | John Eberson Demolished
Detroit Civic Theatre,
Bonstelle, Bonstelle
166 | Mayfair 3424 Woodward 1925 1951 Neighborhood 1200 | C. Howard Crane Restored Playhouse
167 | Piccadilly 4014 Livernois 1925 1951 Neighborhood 825 Demolished
Christian W. Brandt
168 | Roosevelt 9515 Gratiot-harper 1925 1954 Neighborhood 1771 | and H.D. Ilgenfritz Demolished
169 | State 2121 Woodward 1925 -- Movie Palace 2967 | C. Howard Crane Restored Fillmore, Palm, Palm State
170 | Dexter 11618 Dexter 1926 1964 Neighborhood 1128 Demolished
171 | East End 11510 E. Jefferson 1926 1955 Neighborhood 1050 | P.R. Periera Demolished
172 | Franklin 12719 Gratiot 19260 2000 Neighborhood 360 Closed Guild, Guild Art
173 | Lasky 13320 Joseph Campau 1926 1949 Neighborhood 998 Demolished
174 | Loyal 13803 Grand River 1926 1940 Neighborhood 550 Demolished
Partial
175 | Michigan 238 Bagley 1926 1967 1976 Movie Palace 4038 | Rapp & Rapp Demolition
Reuse- Concert
176 | Senate 6424 Michigan 1926 1963 Neighborhood 1200 | Christian W. Brandt | Venue
177 | Annex 8990 Grand River 1927 1949 1960 Neighborhood 1824 | John Eberson Demolished
Detroit Institute of
178 | the Arts Auditorium | 5200 Woodward 1927 -- Neighborhood 1200 | Paul Phillipe Cret Open Detroit Film Theatre
179 | Embassy 1480 Woodward 1927 1930 Nickelodeon Demolished
180 | Granada 5549 W. Warren 1927 1970s Neighborhood 1750 Demolished
181 | Great Lakes 14832 Grand River 1927 1960s 1999 Neighborhood 1795 | George D. Mason Demolished
Charlee N. Agree;
182 | Hollywood 4809 W. Fort 1927 1958 1963 Neighborhood 3436 | Mayger & Graven Demolished
183 | Irving 21220 Fenkell 1927 1990s Neighborhood 1025 | Kohner& Payne Demolished
184 | Littman-Peoples 8208-12 12th 1927 1958 Neighborhood 1100 | Maurice H. Finkel Demolished Littman’s, Goldcoast
185 | Orient 8450 Linwood 1927 1951 Neighborhood 2078 | George D. Mason Demolished Oriole
186 | Oriental 120 W. Adams 1927 1950 1953 Movie Place 2950 | Percival R. Periera Demolished Downtown
187 | Redford 21722 Grand River 1927 1927 Nickelodeon Demolished
188 | Summit 300 W. Lafayette 1927 1971 1977 Neighborhood 1050 | Herbert J. Krapp Demolished
189 | Avalon 13303 Linwood 1928 1967 1970s Neighborhood 1972 | Graven & Mayger Demolished
190 | Chalmers 1403 Harper 1928 1940 Neighborhood 450 Demolished Chandler
191 | Clairmont 9026 12th 1928 1929 Nickelodeon Demolished
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Theatre

ID Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name
192 | Colony 16535 Mack 1928 N/A Neighborhood Demolished
193 | Fisher W. Grand Blvd 1928 1960 Movie Palace 2711 | Graven& Mayger Live Theatre
194 | Fox 2211 Woodward 1928 1980s Movie Palace 5048 | C. Howard Crane Live Theatre
Rivoli, Drury Lane, Europa,
195 | Little Theatre 58 E. Columbia 1928 1978 Neighborhood 453 | George Mason Reuse- Venue Cinema, World, Gem
196 | Loop 418 Michigan Ave 1928 1956 Neighborhood 550 | H.D. Ilgenfritz Demolished
197 | Music Hall 350 Madison 1928 1964 Neighborhood 1918 | William Kapp Restored Wilson
198 | Oliver 8641 Mt. Elliot 1928 1949 Neighborhood 456 Closed
199 | United Artists 140 Bagley 1928 1971 Movie Palace 2012 | C. Howard Crane Closed
200 | Conant 12027 Conant 1929 1950s Neighborhood 940 Demolished
201 | Ramona 13705 Gratiot 1929 1970s 1978 Neighborhood 2020 | Kohner & Payne Demolished
202 | Times-square 443 Abbott 1929 1958 Neighborhood 900 | Christan W. Brandt Demolished
203 | Casino 4858 E. Davison 1930 1949 Neighborhood 650 Demolished
204 | Graystone 7816 Michigan Ave. 1930 1953 Neighborhood 400 Reuse- Retail
205 | Stanley 15701 W. Warren 1930 1940s Neighborhood 600 Demolished
206 | Eastown 8041 Harper 1931 1980s Neighborhood 2500 | V.J. Waier & Co. Closed
207 | Carlton 13125-35 Fenkell 1932 1975 Neighborhood 1000 Demolished Variety
208 | Cooley 10218 Fenkell 1932 1935 Neighborhood 487 Demolished
209 | Dox 13325 Livernois 1932 1969 Neighborhood 396 Unknown Studio, Astro
210 | Roxy 2745 Woodward 1932 1954 Neighborhood 1200 Demolished
211 | Trans-lux 6540 Woodward 1932 1949 Neighborhood 344 | Thomas W. Lamb Demolished Center
212 | Alger 16451 E. Warren 1935 1985 Neighborhood 1182 Restore(d)
213 | Rio 7714 W. Venor 1935 1960s Neighborhood 1400 | Cyril Edward Schlay | Reuse-retail
214 | Tower 12813 Grand River 1935 1964 1970s Neighborhood 1442 | Arthur K. Hyde Demolished
215 | Nortown 7706 E. 7 Mile 1936 1970s Neighborhood 998 | Bennett and Straight | Demolished
216 | Norwest 17630 Grand River 1936 2000 2004 Neighborhood 1366 | Hector Payne Demolished Metro Norwest 1&2
217 | Uptown 14407 Mack 1936 1959 1963 Neighborhood 1550 | Kohner & Payne Demolished
218 | Varsity 1721 Livernois 1936 1970s Neighborhood 1496 | Hector Payne Demolished
219 | Westown 15225 Wyoming 1936 1964 Neighborhood 2000 | Charles N. Agree Demolished
220 | Beverly 10709 Grand River 1937 1964 Neighborhood 1475 | Charles N. Agree Reuse-Church
221 | Vogue 16926 Harper 1937 1977 Neighborhood 1460 | Periera& Periera Demolished
222 | Crystal 4730 Michigan Ave 1938 1956 Neighborhood 568 Demolished
223 | Atlas 15832 Plymouth 1939 1970s 1990s Neighborhood 950 | Robert J. West Demolished
224 | Cameo 1324 E. Seven Mile Road 1939 1949 Neighborhood 1440 Demolished
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Theatre

ID Name Address Opened | Closed | Demolished Type Seating Architect Current Name

Reuse- Concert
225 | Harper 14238 Harper 1939 1970s Neighborhood 1975 | Charles N. Agree Venue Harpo's
226 | Rainbo 9217 Grand River 1939 1950 Neighborhood 262 | C. Howard Crane Reuse- Retail
227 | Parkside 12950 E. Warren 1940 1959 Neighborhood 864 | Bennet and Straight | Demolished
228 | Royal 10709 W. 7 Mile 1940 1960s 1969 Neighborhood 2496 | Charles N. Agree Demolished
229 | Time 13321 E. Jefferson 1940 1954 Neighborhood 678 | Charles N Agree Demolished Met
230 | Van Dyke 6625 Van Dyke 1940 1955 Neighborhood 570 Unknown
231 | Civic-Detroit 12327 Kelly Road 1941 1984 Neighborhood 1455 Closed
232 | Mercury 16860 Schaeffer 1941 1985 1997 Neighborhood 2000 | Ted Rogvoy Demolished Metro Mercury 1&2
233 | Midtown 711 Canfield 1941 1964 Neighborhood 876 Reuse- Church

Reuse-
234 | Telenews 1540 Woodward 1942 1987 Neighborhood 465 | Cyril Edward Schely | Nightclub Big Star
235 | Duke 10000 8 Mile 1947 1953 Neighborhood 1500 | Charles N. Agree Demolished
236 | Mars 19100 Conant 1947 1958 Neighborhood Reuse- Retail
237 | ARC 3500 Cass Ave 1950 1964 Neighborhood Demolished
238 | Booker T 1020 Holbrook 1954 N/A Neighborhood Demolished
239 | Studio New Center | 3rd at W. Grand Blvd 1966 N/A Neighborhood 530 Unknown

Detroit Science
Center Space
240 | Theater 5020 John R 1978 -- Neighborhood 250 Open
Fullerton, Carey,

241 | AMC Bel-Air 10 10100 E. 8 Mile Road 1988 -- Neighborhood 2400 | Oman & Alexander Open
242 | Burton Theatre 3420 Cass Ave. 2009 2011 Neighborhood 130 Closed
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Aﬁﬁendix C:

The following pages provide brief biographical information on theater architects, as well

as notable theater preservation advocates in Detroit.
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C. Howard Crane

Charles Howard Crane was Detroit’s greatest theater architect and his designs are among
the city’s most opulent movie palaces, including the Fox and United Artists Theaters. He
designed more than 250 theaters featured not only in Detroit but in major cities across
the United States. His designs are known for their attention to decorative craftsmanship,
immense seating arrangements and excellent acoustics. Although best known for

his theater designs, other works include Detroit’s Olympia Stadium, and Lafayette

290

building.

John Eberson

Ebersondesigned his first theater, the Jewel, in Hamilton, Ohio He attained national and
even international acclaim for his atmospheric theatres, many of them executed in exotic
revival styles, including Italian Renaissance, Moorish Revival and others. They often
featured ceilings painted to look like the nighttime sky, complete with stars and clouds.
Eberson’s firm was responsible for nearly 100 atmospheric theaters by the end of the
1920s, including the Grand Riviera in Detroit.®' His atmospheric features went on to

become the gold standard for subsequent atmospheric theaters.

Charles Forbes

Theater owner Chuck Forbes a retired salaried employee of Ford Motor Co. began

290 Taryn Sullivan, “C. Howard Crane,” Historic Detroit.org, accessed February 3, 2014, http://
historicdetroit.org/architect/c-howard-crane/..

291 “John Eberson,” Historic Detroit.org, Accessed February 3, 2014, http://historicdetroit.org/
architect/john-eberson/.

205



investing in real estate across the country, including his hometown of Detroit. Forbes said
he wanted to preserve at least one example of a small, a medium and a large theater from
the 1920s for future generations to enjoy. He started with the medium-sized State Theatre
now known as the Fillmore Detroit, and then purchased the Fox Theatre, a large venue,
(Ilitch family later bought the Fox). His small theater, the Gem and Century buildings.
Each have been restored. The construction of Comerica Park threatened the building
again in 1997, but Chuck Forbes opted to have the building moved instead of seeing it

torn down.??

Dan Gilbert

Daniel Gilbert is the chairman and founder of Rock Ventures and Quicken

Loans Inc. Quicken Loans moved its headquarters and 1,700 of its team members to
downtown Detroit in August 2010, where Gilbert and the company are helping lead a
revitalization of Detroit’s urban core. Today, Gilbert-owned businesses employ 11,500
people in the city. In 2011, Gilbert’s Rock Ventures group purchased several buildings in
downtown Detroit, including the historic Madison Theatre Building, Chase Tower and
Two Detroit Center, Dime Building, First National Building and three smaller buildings
on Woodward Avenue. In 2012, Rock Ventures, purchased the former Federal Reserve
Bank of Chicago Detroit Branch Building, One Woodward Avenue, 1201 Woodward
(Kresge Building), and five smaller buildings on Woodward Avenue and Broadway
Street, totaling 630,000 square feet of commercial space in downtown Detroit. In 2013,

Rock Ventures purchase the 1001 Woodward office tower, several smaller buildings in

292 K. Michelle Moran, “Historic Gem and Century Theatres,” candgnews.com, Accessed April 16,

2014, http://www.candgnews.com/news/gem-still-sparkles.
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the downtown area and announced, along with The Downtown Detroit Partnership and
the Detroit Economic Growth Group, a plan for Detroit’s urban core. Rock Ventures’
downtown Detroit real estate investments include more than 30 properties (buildings and/
or store fronts) totaling 7.6 million square feet. Four million square feet is commercial
space; another 3.6 million square feet is parking (10,096 parking spaces

Gilbert began his buying spree for Detroit real estate after moving his Quicken Loans
headquarters downtown in August 2010, filling up vacant space in the Compuware
building facing Campus Martius. He now owns or controls more than 30 buildings, from

skyscrapers to the Greektown Casino to Woodward Avenue storefronts.?*?

Mike lIlitch

An American entrepreneur, founder and owner of the Little Caesars Pizza francise. He
owns the Detroit Red Wings of the National Hockey League and Detroit Tigers of Major
League Baseball. Ilitch has been at the center of Detroit’s downtown redevelopment
efforts; he purchased and renovated the Fox Theatre and relocated his business
headquarters (Ilitch Holdings)to the adjoining office buidling. His most recent project
proposal includes a new hockey arena in downtown Detroit is in the works part of a new

$650 million entertainment district in the bankrupt city.**

293 John Gallagher, “Dan Gilbert is doing more than buying, he’s leaving design amrk on dowtown
Detroit,” Detroit Freepress.com, Accessed February 3,2014, http://www.freep.com/
article/20140102/BUSINESS06/301020015/Gilbert-Bedrock-Detroit-architecture..

294 “Michael& Marian Illitch & family,” Forbes, Accessed February 3, 2014, http://www.forbes.com/
profile/michael-marian-ilitch/.
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Albert Kahn

Known as the “Architect of Detroit,” he founded his architectural firm Albert Kahn
Associates in 1895. He was recognized as a world leader in industrial architecture
design, developing a style of construction using reinforced concrete to replace wood in
factory walls, roofs, and supports. During his lifetime he built over 1000 buildings for
Ford Motor Company alone.”’ By 1938, Kahn’s firm was responsible for 20 percent of
all architect-designed factories in the U.S.” His designs were not limited to industrial
architecture, several of his other building in the city of Detroit include: Fisher Building,
National Theater, the three major daily newspaper buildings, Belle Isle Aquarium
&Conservatory, Temple Beth-El, Griswold Building and many churches, hospitals and
residences. Numerous of his classically inspired building can be found on the University
of Michigan’s campus in Ann Arbor. As of 2006, Kahn had approximately 60 buildings
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Twelve Albert Kahn buildings are

recognized by official Michigan historical markers.?*

John Kunsky

John Kunsky is one of the most notable theater impressarios in Detroit. As the first

in motion pictures with the opening of the city’s first nickelodeon, his name became
synonymous with movie theaters in the following decades. Following the opening of his
first nickelodeon, the Casino, Kunsky opened serveral smaller theaters before investing in
larger venues. He hired architect C. Howard Crane to design the first true movie theater in

Detroit, the Columbia. The theater opened its doors in 1911. Other theaters commissioned

295 Richard Bak, Detroit: Across Three Centuries (Chelsea, MI: Sleeping Bear Press, 2001), 125.
296 “Albert Kahn,” Historic Detroit.org, accessed February 3, 2014, http://www.historicdetroit.org/

architect/albert-kahn/.
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by Kunsky were: The Strand (1915), the Alhambra (1915), Adams Theater (1917),
Madison (1917), Redford (1928), and the his final movie palace the Fisher (1928). By
1928, he owned twenty movie theaters, including four of the largest first-run theaters
in Detroit. With his partner, he worked to relocate the city’s entertainment center from

Monroe Street and Campus Martius to the growing shopping district surrounding Grand

Circus Park. »7

Pewaubic Potty Factory

Pewabic Pottery was founded in 1903 by Mary Chase Perry and her partner, Horace
Caulkins. Pewabic’s was first located on Alfred Street in Detroit. Four years later,
Pewabic Pottery moved to a new facility on East Jefferson. In 1991, the building (which
still houses the Pottery) and its contents were designated a National Historic Landmark
and today is Michigan’s only historic pottery factory. Works produced by Pewabic
Pottery can be seen throughout the United States. In Michigan, Pewabic installations can
be found in countless churches (including Christ Church at Cranbrook, Holy Redeemer
Church and St. Paul Cathedral in Detroit), schools, commercial buildings and public
facilities (such as Detroit’s Guardian Building, the Detroit Public Library, and the new

Comerica Ballpark, Detroit People Mover Stations and private residences.?®

297 Scott Bragg, “Detroit Opera House,”Historic Detroit.org, Accessed February 3, 2014, http://
historicdetroit.org/building/detroit-opera-house/.
298 “Our History,” Pewabic Pottery since 1903, Accessed Feb 3, 2014, http://www.
pewabic.org/our-history.
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Rapp & Rapp

The architectural firm Rapp and Rapp was active in Chicago, Illinois during the early
20th century. The firm is well known as one of the leading designers of early 20th
century movie palaces. It designed over 400 theatres, including the Majestic Theater,
Dubuque, lowa (1910), the Chicago Theatre (1921), Michigan Theater, Detroit (1926),
Bismarck Hotel and Theatre (1926), Oriental Theater, Chicago (1926), and the Paramount

Theatres in New York (1926) and Aurora (1931).%%

Samuel Rothafel (Rox

Roxy managed many of New York’s most important theaters, including the Regent,
Strand, Rialto, Rivoli, Capitol, Roxy, and Radio City Music Hall. He also helped engineer
the integration of film, music, and live performance in silent film exhibition, pioneered
the convergence of film, broadcasting, and music publishing and recording in the 1920s,
as well as and helped movies and movie going become the dominant form of mass

entertainment between the world wars.3®

299 Christine Shang-Oak Lee, “The Revitalization and Neglected: Rapp and Rapp Movie Palaces in
Chicago,” SAH Blog, http://www.sah.org/publications-and-research/sah-blog/sah-blog/2013/07/17/
the-revitalized-and-the-neglected-rapp-and-rapp’s-movie-palaces-in-chicago.

300 Ross Melnick, American Showman: Samuel “Roxy” Rothafel and the Birth of the Entertainment
Industry, 1908-1935. NY: Columbia Univerzsit(})/ Press, 2012..
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