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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA a
i 4

MR, PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE: |

I am returning to your honorable body Senate Bill
No. 123, Act No, 596, entitled:

“"An Act to allocate funds to the counties of the
State for the construction of health centers, hospitals, or
for other publiec purpeses; and further relating teo the fiseal
affairs of the State."

I an in entire agreement with the fundamental pure
pose of this legislation, which is to encourage the develop-
ment of South Carolina's health program by furnishing State
funds to assist the counties of the State in providing hospital
and health center fasilities, as & means of giving the people
of every section of South Carolina an opportunity te obtain
better medical and surgical care and treatment.

Because of the importance of this health program to
our people, I approve this Aet with the exception of the
following items, whish I hereby veto:

1., In Seection 1, the item reading:

"and (h) and/or for other pudlic uses.”

Under this item, the State funds appropriated in
the Act for health purposes could be used by the local suthori-
ties of a county for any other public purpese. It is not proper
to permit State funds appropriated for the development of the
health program to be diverted to other purposes. State funds
for health should be eamrmarked for health purposes alone, and
this item should not be permitted to remain in the Act.

2+ In Section 1, the item which reads:

"and the expenditure of sald funds within each county
shall be upon the approval of the Senator and at least one-half
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of the House Delegation.”
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stitution, which reads:

"In the government of this State the legislative,
executive and judicial powers of the Government shall be
forever separate and distinet from each other, and no person
shall assume or discharge the duties of mny other,”

Siadilar provisions have been held by the Supreme Court
to be in violation of this Seection of the Constitution in the
cases of Bramlette v, Stringer, 186, 5.C. 198, 195, 8.E. 257;
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| "0r to the respective delegations to act as a legally
constituted body."

This item also violates the provisions of Artisle 1,
Section 14, of the Constitution, above quoted, and is clearly
which I have referred above.

I am snxious that our health progrem go forward as
need of our pecple. It would be the height of folly to jeopardize
this whole legislation by leaving in it previsiens which may result
other provisions in the Act sbout which some questions as to cone
stitutionality might exist, I believe that the Aet, with the
eliminstion of the items which I have vetoed, will be upheld, and the
without delay.

Jo Strom Thurmond
Governor
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